
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2681 May 4, 2011 
HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LIEUTENANT MATTHEW IRA LOWE AND LIEUTEN-
ANT NATHAN HOLLINGSWORTH WILLIAMS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to two dedicated Navy officers 
who were tragically killed in a training 
accident in my home State of Cali-
fornia. 

LT Matthew Ira Lowe and LT Nathan 
Hollingsworth Williams died on April 6, 
2011, after their F/A–18F Super Hornet 
crashed near the Lemoore Naval Air 
Station in central California. Lieuten-
ants Lowe and Williams were assigned 
to Strike Fighter Squadron VFA–122, 
based at Lemoore Naval Air Station. 

LT Matthew Ira Lowe of Plantation, 
FL, had a lifelong passion for flying. 
He received an engineering degree from 
the University of Central Florida in 
2001. While in college, he also earned 
his pilot’s license. He later joined the 
Navy and received his commission 
through Officer Candidate School in 
February 2003. Most recently, Lieuten-
ant Lowe served as an instructor, and 
had been training to become a pilot for 
the elite Blue Angels exhibition team. 

A decorated pilot who earned the 
Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal 
and the National Defense Service 
Medal, Lieutenant Lowe will be re-
membered by those who served with 
him for his sense of humor and out-
going personality. Lieutenant Lowe is 
survived by his parents Ira and Pamela 
Lowe, and two elder siblings. He was 33 
years old. 

A native of Oswego, NY, LT Nathan 
Hollingsworth Williams attended the 
University of Rochester on a Navy Re-
serve Officer Training Corps scholar-
ship. Upon graduating with honors in 
mathematics in 2004, he reported for 
duty at Naval Air Station Pensacola 
for flight training where he earned his 
naval flight officer wings. Lieutenant 
Williams was deployed to Afghanistan, 
where he served aboard the U.S.S. 
Theodore Roosevelt, providing air sup-
port for U.S. ground troops. After re-
turning from Afghanistan, Lieutenant 
Williams was chosen as a flight in-
structor at Lemoore Naval Air Station. 

For his service, Lieutenant Williams 
received a number of awards including 
two Presidential Air Medals, the Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal with Star, 
Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Pistol Marksmanship Medal, 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. A 
dedicated Buffalo Bills fan, he will be 
remembered as a kind and caring per-
son who was always willing to lend a 
hand to those in need. Lieutenant Wil-
liams is survived by his wife Meredith; 
his parents Alan and Gay Williams; and 
his brothers Jeffrey and Seth. He was 
28 years old. 

Nothing can fully account for the 
loss suffered by the families of Lieu-
tenants Lowe and Williams, and all 
those who loved them. But I hope they 
can take comfort in the knowledge 
that they will be forever honored and 
remembered by a grateful Nation. 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
REMEMBRANCE DAY, 2011 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, each year 
we commemorate Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day. April 24 came dur-
ing our recess this year and marked 
the 96th anniversary of the date in 1915 
when Turkish Ottoman authorities or-
dered the rounding up and detention of 
hundreds of Armenian intellectual 
leaders, civic leaders, writers, priests, 
teachers, and doctors. Many of these 
leaders would eventually be executed. 
What followed between 1915 and 1923 
was an organized campaign of deporta-
tion, expropriation, conscription, star-
vation, and other atrocities that re-
sulted in the deaths of over 1.5 million 
Armenians. Large numbers of Arme-
nians fled their homeland to seek safe-
ty elsewhere, including in Michigan 
and other communities in the United 
States. We remember the tragic events 
of this period to honor those who died 
and to show our respect and solace for 
those who survived the suffering in-
flicted on the Armenian people. 

We also remember the Armenian 
Genocide to remind ourselves of the 
evil which mankind is capable of and to 
reaffirm our collective commitment to 
a future in which such mass atrocities 
will not be repeated. While the horrific 
abuses suffered by the Armenians have 
been described as the first genocide of 
the 20th century, they were soon fol-
lowed by other genocides and mass 
atrocities, including the Holocaust, 
which Hitler said could be pursued be-
cause ‘‘Who, after all, speaks today of 
the annihilation of the Armenians?’’ As 
the tragedies in Rwanda, Bosnia, 
Darfur and elsewhere show, when man-
kind turns a blind eye to an unfolding 
massacre, those who would use whole-
sale violence against others are 
emboldened to believe they can act 
with impunity. 

More recently, the international 
community has come together to pre-
vent a massacre of civilians from oc-
curring in Libya. The memory of the 
tragic consequences of mankind’s col-
lective failure to act in the past has 
helped to motivate world leaders to 
commit at the United Nations to the 
protection of the Libyan people against 
the murderous threats of the Qadhafi 
regime. 

It is also important to remember the 
events of 1915–1923 with honesty and in-
tegrity for reconciliation and healing 
to occur. Some have sought to deny 
that these events constituted genocide. 
But the devastating effects of the Otto-
man Turkish regime’s systematic en-
gagement in the killing and deporta-
tion of the Armenian community can-
not be denied. The consequences of 
these acts are with us today among the 
Armenian diaspora living and thriving 
throughout the world and in the ten-
sions within the Caucasus region. The 
costs of these violent acts to the vic-
tims and the survivors must not be dis-
counted through denial. 

These acts were not committed by 
the present day Republic of Turkey. 

Over the last few years, Armenia and 
Turkey have engaged in an important 
dialogue on normalizing relations. This 
process has unfortunately stalled, and 
should be reinvigorated to remove bar-
riers and promote reconciliation be-
tween the two countries. In addition, 
Turkey, as a NATO ally, has played an 
important role in the enforcement of 
the U.N. resolutions regarding Libya 
and the protection of the Libyan people 
from brutal attacks by the Qadhafi re-
gime. 

So in honor of the 97th anniversary of 
Armenian Genocide Remembrance 
Day, let us rededicate ourselves to the 
prevention of mass atrocities and the 
principles of justice and understanding, 
which are essential for the promotion 
of human dignity. 

f 

REMEMBERING CONGRESSMAN 
ROBERT DUNCAN 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a man who deserves 
his own branch on the tree of Oregon 
politics. 

Former Congressman Robert B. Dun-
can, died Friday in Portland at the age 
of 90. He will long be remembered for 
what he achieved in reviving the Or-
egon Democratic Party in the years 
after World War II and being elected to 
represent two of Oregon’s congres-
sional districts during the 1960s and 
1970s where he championed such great 
causes as civil rights and the war on 
poverty. 

He will also be remembered as some-
one who bravely took on two of Or-
egon’s iconic figures. Bob Duncan ran 
unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate 
three times, narrowly losing to names 
that are familiar to everyone in this 
room—Wayne Morse and Mark Hat-
field. 

On a personal note, I might also add 
that Bob Duncan was the incumbent 
and my opponent in the 1980 primary 
race for Oregon’s 3rd Congressional 
District. When I won that race I was 
afraid that I had made an enemy for 
life out of someone who was revered in 
State Democratic circles. I couldn’t 
have been more wrong. He reached out 
to me and became both a friend and a 
supporter. 

Throughout his life, Bob Duncan was 
a major force in Oregon politics, shap-
ing the state through his various roles 
as speaker of the Oregon House to in-
fluential member of the House appro-
priations subcommittee on transpor-
tation where he played a key role in 
bringing light rail to the streets of 
Portland. His public life ended in 1987 
when he stepped down as chairman of 
the Northwest Power Planning Coun-
cil. 

Bob’s service in Congress covered a 
pivotal time in American politics the 
war in Vietnam. In 1966, at the urging 
of President Lyndon Johnson, Bob gave 
up his congressional seat from south-
ern Oregon to run for the Senate 
against then-Governor Mark Hatfield. 
It was a nationally watched race pit-
ting Duncan, a proponent of the war, 
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against Hatfield, one of the Nation’s 
earliest opponents of the United 
States’ Vietnam policy. 

Two years later, Bob lost by only 
about 10,000 votes when he ran against 
Wayne Morse in the Democratic pri-
mary for Oregon’s other Senate seat. 
Morse eventually lost to Republican 
Bob Packwood. In 1972, he lost again to 
Morse in a Democratic primary for the 
U.S. Senate. 

Never one to remain idle, Duncan 
having moved to Portland, won an open 
congressional seat in 1974, making him 
the only person in Oregon history to 
represent U.S. House districts in dif-
ferent parts of the State. 

But Bob Duncan’s life should not be 
defined by races won and lost. He was a 
tireless advocate for civil liberties, 
civil rights and eliminating the 
scourge of poverty in America. His 
friends and you can count me among 
them remember him as tenacious and 
hard working with a brilliant legal 
mind. 

I will always remember him as a 
larger-than-life figure who loved tell-
ing stories and never let politics get-
ting in the way of doing what he felt 
was right. Despite running a hard- 
fought race against each other, Duncan 
and Mark Hatfield became close friends 
and working partners. Thanks to Hat-
field’s efforts, a government building 
in downtown Portland now bears Dun-
can’s name. 

Please join me in extending my con-
dolences to his wife Kathryn and his 
children. All of Oregon shares in their 
loss. 

f 

NATIONAL VA RESEARCH WEEK 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the accom-
plishments and discoveries of inves-
tigators and scientists at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, VA, who 
have brought about critical advances 
in health care delivery and medical 
knowledge through innovative medical 
research. These researchers and the 
veterans that make it all possible will 
be honored this week by National VA 
Research Week, which celebrates the 
historic success of VA research collabo-
rations through this year’s theme of 
‘‘Discovery and Collaboration for Ex-
ceptional Health Care.’’ I would like to 
share some of the amazing break-
throughs that have resulted from VA 
research and that have advanced the 
quality of health care for all Ameri-
cans. 

At the conclusion of World War I, it 
was clear that servicemembers return-
ing from a new type of warfare needed 
innovative medical treatment. VA re-
search began conducting hospital-based 
medical studies in 1925 and since then 
has continued to publish significant re-
search studies on a regular basis. While 
VA research studies have changed dra-
matically over the years to reflect the 
needs of veterans of each conflict, the 
goal of providing quality care has re-
mained paramount. 

This commitment to quality care has 
led to a litany of medical break-
throughs and discoveries that are re-
spected and have been utilized around 
the world. Without the tireless efforts 
of VA researchers, the medical commu-
nity would not have lifesaving tools 
such as the pacemaker and the heart 
stint. Without the breakthroughs of 
VA research, the world may never have 
seen a successful liver transplant, a 
safer cure for tuberculosis, or genetic 
mapping that may one day lead to the 
eradication of Alzheimer’s disease. The 
many successes of VA research con-
tinue today as ongoing projects close 
in on a possible cure for cancer, create 
new pharmaceutical solutions for seri-
ous mental illness, and build new pros-
thetics and assistive devices that make 
a return to normal life possible for our 
wounded warriors. 

VA research holds the promise to im-
prove treatment and rehabilitation for 
our Nation’s veterans. From developing 
new prosthetics to understanding and 
treating traumatic brain injuries, vet-
erans can be certain that VA medical 
staff will always be prepared to best 
heal their wounds. Wounds, both visi-
ble and invisible, must receive the best 
care and treatment possible, and I am 
proud that VA is leading the way on 
new treatments for post-traumatic 
stress disorder, PTSD. 

VA breakthroughs in the treatment 
of PTSD have not only helped thou-
sands of veterans but have served as an 
example for both the American and 
international mental health commu-
nity. Most recently, VA has been a re-
source for the people of Japan while 
they grapple with the mental wounds 
of the tragic earthquake and tsunami 
that so violently shook that country 
earlier this year. Today, while the first 
responders and the resilient people of 
Alabama and the areas affected by re-
cent tornado destruction begin phys-
ically rebuilding their homes and com-
munities, they can rely on the Psycho-
logical First Aid Field Operations 
Guide to provide tips on how to begin 
the healing process. 

Medical and scientific advances from 
VA research have often come through 
collaboration. VA has the privilege of 
relying on one of our Nation’s greatest 
assets, the men and women who serve. 
These veterans understand that often-
times, their participation in VA Re-
search may not directly benefit their 
lives. Instead, they continue to serve 
their fellow Americans by trying to en-
sure better quality care for those who 
return from armed conflicts in the fu-
ture. By partnering with 1 million vet-
erans, VA is launching the Million Vet-
eran Project, an effort to learn more 
about how genetics affect health. 

VA also has the ability to partner 
with some of the best medical research 
institutions through their relationship 
with the Association of American Med-
ical Colleges. This year’s theme marks 
the 65th anniversary of an agreement 
which allowed VA to join with medical 
schools and create innovative partner-

ships directly impacting the quality of 
care. This partnership is a significant 
reason for VA research being so suc-
cessful at finding innovative solutions 
to health care problems. Because of 
this collaboration, VA scientists and 
researchers have access to both VA 
medical centers and various university 
medical centers to conduct their re-
search. This partnership brings to-
gether the brightest minds of our med-
ical and scientific communities and 
yields positive results for our veterans. 

I am proud to have been a long-time, 
ardent supporter of VA research. I 
know that VA’s world-class researchers 
could easily work elsewhere, but they 
continue to work with the Department 
in fulfilling its obligations to con-
stantly improve the quality of care for 
our veterans. At a time when more and 
more veterans are coming home from 
war and relying on VA for their health 
care needs, we here in Congress must 
make sure we can lead the way with a 
strong investment in our veterans and 
the high quality care we are committed 
to providing them. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF BUENO 
FOODS 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, ‘‘red 
or green?’’ That is the question. As 
anyone who has ever dined in my State 
well knows, this inquiry refers to 
whether one prefers the zesty green 
chile or the piquant red chile when or-
dering New Mexico’s unique native cui-
sine. In fact, in my State of New Mex-
ico ‘‘red or green’’ is our official State 
question, and as I understand it, New 
Mexico is the only State that has des-
ignated a State question. 

For hundreds of years, chile has been 
central to the culture of New Mexico. 
Early Spanish settlers brought the 
chile plant to New Mexico from the 
Valley of Mexico. Today, growing and 
processing chile peppers is New Mexi-
co’s signature industry providing about 
5,000 jobs and a total value of about 
$400 million per year. The chile pepper 
and the frijole—or pinto bean—are also 
the State’s official vegetables. 

Today I honor the Baca family of Al-
buquerque and the 60th anniversary of 
Bueno Foods. Just as chile peppers are 
integral to New Mexican cuisine, for 
generations Bueno Foods has been inte-
gral to the preparation of delicious 
products made from chile. The Baca 
family is a pillar of New Mexico busi-
ness and of the Barelas neighborhood 
in the South Valley of Albuquerque. 

Three brothers, Joe, Ray, and August 
Baca, members of a long-established 
New Mexican family, returned to New 
Mexico in 1946 from serving in World 
War II. They opened a local grocery, 
the Ace Food Store in Barelas. Soon 
they started offering their mother’s 
legendary cooking, adding a carry-out 
component to the store. At first, from 
the kitchen of their childhood home, 
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